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THE  GEOGRAPHICAL  MODELS 


I he  Geographical  Models  at  the  Children’s  Museum,  Brooklyn,  exem- 
plify the  highest  perfection  yet  attained  in  the  miniature  group  as 
material  illustrative  of  scientific  facts.  Each  model  is  a happy  combin- 
ation of  artistic  presentation  of  the  subject  together  with  strict  adherence 
to  the  truth  and  careful  observance  of  the  rules  of  proportion. 

As  teachers  of  Geography,  the  models  are  most  efficient,  because, 
they  portray  different  parts  of  the  earth  in  a way  comprehensible  even  to 
small  children.  They  suggest 

(a)  the  climate  of  a country:  whether  frigid,  tropical,  or  temper- 
ate ; 

(b)  the  physical  character  of  the  land:  whether  mountainous, 
plain,  desert,  or  jungle; 

(c)  the  nature  of  the  flora  and  fauna  peculiar  to  the  region,  and 
the  natural  resources  of  the  country  ; 

(d)  the  characteristics  of  the  people  that  inhabit  the  country; 

(e  ) the  manner  in  which  the  lives  and  occupations  of  the  inhabit- 
ants are  influenced  by  their  environment ; and  the  extent  to  which  de- 
velopment and  civilization  are  limited  by  the  geographical  conditions  of 
the  countries  in  which  the  different  peoples  live. 

More  particularly,  the  models  instruct  in  the  study  of  the  earth 
as  the  home  of  man.  The  groups  represent  polar  scenes  in  Greenland, 
Europe,  and  the  Antarctic  Continent ; tropical  scenes  in  South  America, 
Africa,  Australia,  and  the  South  Sea  Islands ; and  temperate  climate 
scenes  in  South  America  and  Asia.  Each  model  brings  out  the  relation 
between  human  beings  and  their  geographical  surroundings. 

The  models  were  designed  and  executed  by  Mr.  Dwight  Franklin  of 
New  York. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The  movement  to  place  the  Models  in  the  Children’s  Museum  was 
fostered  from  the  beginning  by  private  support.  The  models  are  the  gift 
of  the  Long  Island  Council  of  Women’s  Clubs  and  other  women’s  clubs 
of  Brooklyn  and  friends  of  the  Museum.  The  work  of  installation  begun 
in  1915  was  concluded  in  February  1917. 

The  total  cost  of  the  models  was  Twenty  Eight  Hundred  Dollars 
($2800).  The  clubs  which  contributed  to  this  fund  are: 
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Long-  Island  Council  of  Women’s  Clubs 


Advance  Club  of  Baldwin 
Amityville  Literary  Society 
Bay  Ridge  Reading  Club 
Brooklyn  Auxiliary  Consumers 
League 

Brooklyn  Woman’s  Club 
Brooklyn  Woman  Suffrage  Asso- 
ciation 

Cambridge  Club 

Chiropean 

Colonia  Club 

Colony  Club  of  Queens 

Contemporary  Club 

Council  of  Jewish  Women 

Flatbush  Political  Equality  League 

Floral  Park  Woman’s  Club 

Fortnightly  Library  Club 

Friend  in  Need  Day  Nursery 

Froebel  Society  of  Brooklyn 

Illuminati 

King’s  County  Suffrage  Association 
King’s  County  W.  C.  T.  U. 

Kosmos  Club 


Ladies  Aid  of  the  Arlington 

Avenue  Presbyterian  Church 

Long  Island  Chapter ; Daughters 
of  the  Revolution 
Memorial  Hospital  Board 
Monday,  Charity,  Culture  Club 
O.  S.  Club 
Photereone 
Political  Study  Club 
Portia  Club 
Priscilla  Study  Club 
Prospect  Club 

Shakespeare  Club  of  Greenport 
Stuyvesant  Association  of 
Public  School  35 
Suffolk  County  W.  C.  T.  U. 

Urban  Club 
Utrecht  Study  Club 
Winter  Club  of  Brooklyn 
Woman’s  Club  of  Garden  City 
Woman’s  Health  Protective 
Association 

Woman  Suffrage  Party 


Other  Women’s  Clubs 


Civitas 

Friday  Afternoon  Club 
Little  Mother’s  Aid  Association 
Auxiliary  No.  4 


Mother’s  League  of  Public 
School  25 

National  Society  New  England 
Women  Brooklyn  Colony 
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HARPOONING  THE  WALRUS 

This  model  represents  a section  of  the  northwest  coast  of  Greenland 
inhabited  by  the  Smith  Sound  Eskimos.  By  the  light  of  the  Aurora 
borealis,  two  Eskimos  are  hunting  the  walrus.  The  physical  character- 
istics, dress,  and  hunting  equipment  of  these  people  are  shown.  Vividly 
portrayed  are  the  rigorous  climatic  conditions  under  which  the  Eskimos 
struggle  for  existence, — to  the  exclusion  of  any  great  advance  in  civili- 
zation or  culture. 

The  atmosphere  of  intense  cold  has  been  effectively  secured  by  means 
of  colored  lights  and  screens. 


Gift  of  Kosmos  Club 


Harpooning  The  Walrus 
The  Smith  Sound  Eskimos  Seek  Food  on 
The  Ice  Field 
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A QUIET  EVENING  AT  HOME 


This  model  is  a cross  section  of  the  hive  shaped  house  or  igloo  of  the 
Smith  Sound  Eskimos,  constructed  12  feet  in  diameter,  of  blocks  of  snow 
and  with  only  one  opening,  a passageway  excavated  in  the  ice  underneath 
the  wall.  It  reveals  the  indoor  life  of  the  Eskimos,  the  time  when  they 
can  remove  their  customary  heavy  clothing,  and  rest.  Household  furni- 
ture and  cooking  utensils  are  shown.  A lavish  use  of  seal  and  other 
animal  skins  can  be  noted.  Further  evidence  of  the  rigors  of  the 
Eskimos’  life  is  furnished  by  this  model. 


A Quiet  Evening  at  Home 

Smith  Sound  Eskimos  Resting  After  The  Day’s  Hunting 


THE  LAPPS 


1 his  model  shows  a section  of  country  in  northern  Europe,  Scandi- 
navia, just  inside  the  Arctic  Circle.  The  coldness  of  the  region  is  respon- 
sible for  the  scant  vegetation  upon  which  the  reindeers  feed.  Although 
more  fortunate  in  their  natural  surroundings  than  the  Eskimos,  the 
Lapps  are  forced  to  move  to  a new  dwelling  place  as  soon  as  the  food 
for  their  reindeer  in  one  place  is  exhausted.  The  equipment  of  the 
Lapps  is  shown  ; their  clothing  and  general  habits  of  living  are  also  indi- 
cated. 


Mountain  Lapps  Encamped  While  The 
Herd  Feeds  Upon  The  Reindeer-Moss 
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AN  INFORMAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  INHABITANTS 


This  model  shows  a portion  of  the  coast  of  the  Antarctic  Continent ; 
the  abrupt,  icy  walls  on  the  right,  huge  icebergs  on  the  left,  and  floating 
ice  and  a stretch  of  open  water  in  the  centre.  The  desolate  barrenness 
and  intense  cold  of  the  region  are  attested  by  the  fact  that  Penguins, 
Seals,  and  Skua  Gulls  are  the  only  forms  of  life  present.  This  model 
shows  the  behavior  of  the  lower  animals  when  their  habitat  has  not  been 
disturbed  by  the  presence  of  man. 


Given  in  Memory  of 

Mrs.  Julia  C.  R.  Dorr 
Mrs.  Sara  T.  Edgerton 
Miss  Florence  Goodwin 
Mrs.  Herbert  T.  Gunnison 
Mrs.  Emilv  Hutchinson 


Dr.  Jennie  Lozier 
Miss  Helen  E.  Pelletreau 
Mrs.  James  Scrimgeour 
Miss  Ellen  Osgood  Wakeley 
Deceased  Members  of  the 
Fortnightly  Library  Club 


Founders  of  Clubs 
Mrs.  Anna  C.  Field 
Mrs.  Bernard  Peters 
Club  Women 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Bliss 


Airs.  Sarah  Bramm 
Airs.  Alartha  Butterfield 
Mr.  Henry  M.  Cabell 
Mrs.  Andrew  J.  Ditmas 
Airs.  Frances  C.  Dumont 


also 

Bruce  H.  Fleming 
Percy  A.  Fleming 
Aliss  Edith  E.  French 
Airs.  Elizabeth  Krebs 
Mrs.  John  Shirley  Long 
Airs.  Nancy  Jane  Long 


Miss  Agnes  T.  AlaGuire 
Mrs.  Jane  Cabell  O’Neil 
Alarie  Elise  Perkins 
Mae  Somers 
Schuyler  Somers 


An  Informal  Gathering  of  the  Inhabitants 
The  Proprietors  of  the  Antarctic  Continent 
Disport  Themselves  Unrestrained 
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THE  RETURN  OF  THE  FISHERMEN 

This  model  represents  a scene  on  one  of  the  tropical  islands  in  the 
southern  Pacific  Ocean, — surely  a land  of  warmth  and  indolence.  The 
natives  have  just  speared  several  large  fishes  and  are  drawing  their 
outrigger-dugout  onto  the  beach  in  front  of  their  house,  a flimsy  structure 
raised  on  piles  above  high  water  line  and  entered  by  means  of  a crude 
ladder.  Clothing  seems  to  be  superfluous  in  the  prevailing  climate ; more- 
over, plenty  of  bananas  and  cocoanuts  appear  to  be  always  available. 


Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  H.  McCandless 
In  Memory  of  Nancy  Alice  McCandless 


The  Return  of  the  Fishermen 
A Common  Sight  in  the  South  Sea  Islands 
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THE  KANGAROO  HUNT 


This  model  represents  part  of  the  central  Australian  desert,  a hot, 
arid  region,  with  scant  vegetation,  and  inhabited  chiefly  by  Red  Kanga- 
roos. The  human  beings  are  aborigines,  members  of  the  tribe  of  Aruntas, 
who  subsist  largely  upon  the  flesh  of  the  Kangaroo.  The  low  degree  of 
intelligence  possessed  by  these  natives  is  indicated  by  their  weapons : a 
boomerang,  spear  and  spear  thrower,  stone  axe,  and  shield.  This  model 
also  affords  an  interesting  example  of  protective  coloration  in  Nature,  the 
color  of  the  Kangaroos  being  so  nearly  that  of  the  rocks  and  soil,  as 
almost  to  enable  them  to  escape  detection. 


Gift  of  Little  Mothers'  Aid  Association 
Mothers'  League  of  Public  School  25 
Stuyvesant  Association  of  Public  School  35 


The  Kangaroo  Hunt 

How  the  Aborigines  of  Central  Australia 
Obtain  Food 
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STALKING  THE  MONKEYS 


This  model  represents  jungle  conditions  in  the  lowlands  of  central 
Brazil.  There  are  trees,  vines,  lianas,  and  ferns  in  tangled  profusion. 
So  dense  is  the  vegetation,  that  the  forest  would  be  quite  dark  were  it  not 
for  the  bright  rays  of  tropical  sunlight  that  penetrate  through  the  close 
branches  of  the  trees.  This  jungle  is  the  home  of  toucans,  monkeys, 
sloths,  and  tapirs,  as  well  as  of  the  Carib  Indians,  one  of  whom  is  shoot- 
ing at  a monkey  with  his  blow  gun.  Absence  of  clothing  indicates  a warm 
climate.  And  that  monkey  flesh  is  the  principal  article  of  food,  is  fairly 
obvious  from  an  examination  of  the  group. 

Gift  of  Mr.  Herman  Mundhekk 


Stalking  the  Monkeys 
A Scene  in  the  Brazilian  Lowlands 
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WELCOMING  THE  TRAVELER 


This  model  reveals  conditions  and  customs  in  the  Sahara  Desert. 
The  Bedouins  have  pitched  their  tent  near  the  water  hole  and  are  par- 
taking of  fresh  dates  gathered  from  the  date  palms.  The  Berber 
traveler,  who  has  just  arrived,  is  given  a gourd  of  water.  Tent,  rug, 
pillow,  woven  mat,  and  saddle  of  the  Bedouins  are  represented.  The 
proper  position  of  the  rider  on  the  camel  and  the  correct  method  of  tying 
his  burnoose  are  shown.  The  Camel  of  the  Bedouins  is  knee-haltered. 
This  model  successfully  conveys  to  the  observer  the  impression  of  intense 
tropical  heat  and  glare. 


Gift  of  Citiropean 


Welcqming  the  Traveler 
An  Incident  of  the  Sahara  Desert 
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A RESENTED  INTRUSION 


This  model  represents  part  of  a village  of  the  Masai,  a British  East 
African  tribe.  Just  before  sunrise  a lion  has  leaped  into  the  village  and 
seized  a sheep  which  had  been  brought  into  the  village  the  night  before. 
Ihe  men,  awakened  from  sleep,  have  grasped  spears  and  shields,  and  are 
advancing  upon  the  lion  in  a semi-circle  formation  with  the  intention 
of  killing  it.  The  single  mud-covered  houses  are  joined  together  to  make 
a solid  wall  in  the  form  of  a circle  with  but  a single  gateway.  Temperate 
climate  conditions  are  shown.  The  Masai  are  evidently  a pastoral  people 
who  allow  their  flocks  to  graze  on  the  hillside  pastures  during  the  day 
and  bring  all  the  stock  inside  the  village  at  night  to  protect  it  from  lions 
and  leopards. 

A fine  effect  of  dawn  has  been  secured  in  this  group. 


Gift  of  the  Brooklyn  Woman's  Club 


A Resented  Intrusion 

A Frequent  Occurrence  in  British  East  Africa 
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THE  QUARRY  BROUGHT  HOME 


This  model  depicts  a dreary  region  in  southern  Patagonia.  It  is 
cold  and  cloudy  and  a strong  west  wind  is  blowing.  There  is  shown 
a tent,  toldo,  belonging  to  one  of  the  families  of  the  Tehuelches,  in  front 
of  which  are  the  man  of  the  house,  just  returned  from  the  hunt,  and  his 
wife,  who  is  feeling  of  the  skin  of  the  guanaco  which  he  has  slain.  The 
hunting  dog.  bolas,  and  horse  of  the  Indian  are  shown.  In  the  toldo 
crouches  an  old  woman  sipping  mate  through  a straw.  The  climate 
and  natural  surroundings  do  not  appear  to  be  conducive  to  progress, 
and  such  is  the  case,  for  the  Tehuelches  are  rapidly  decreasing  in  number. 


The  Quarry  Brought  Home 
The  Patagonian  Woman  Examines  the  Skin 
of  the  Slain  Guanaco 
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THE  HABITUAL  FIGHTERS 

This  model  represents  a narrow,  rocky  ledge  in  the  mountains  of 
Afghanistan.  Three  Afridis,  at  the  risk  of  being  swept  by  the  wind  from 
their  lofty  perch,  are  firing  upon  their  peacefully  disposed  neighbors  who 
are  cultivating  their  fields  in  the  valley  below.  Their  ferocious  expres- 
sions and  their  tense  attitudes  indicate  that  they  are  engaged  in  some 
act  of  lawlessness  or  brigandage.  From  a study  of  the  group,  it  seems 
probable  that  the  Afridis  spend  their  time  fighting  because  the  mountain- 
ous country  in  which  they  live  is  so  well  adapted  to  strife,  and  is  unsuit- 
able for  farming  or  cattle  raising. 

Gift  of  the  Long  Island  Chapter;  Daughters  of  the  Revolution 


The  Habitual  Fighters 
Some  Afghans  Engaged  in  Their  Customary 
Occupation 
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Mai>  of  the  Would  Showing  Localities  of  Peoples  and  Countries 


CHILDRENS  MUSEUM 

in  Bedford  Park,  Brooklyn  Avenue  between 
Prospect  Place  and  Park  Place. 

FREE  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

Week  days  > - 9:00  A.  M.  to  5:30  P.  M. 

Sundays  = 2:00  P.  M.  to  5:30  P.  M. 

TO  REACH  THE  MUSEUM 

From  Subway:  St.  John’s  Place  cars  to  Brooklyn  Avenue. 

From  Brooklyn  Bridge:  Fulton  Street  or  Bergen  Street  Surface 

cars  to  Brooklyn  Avenue,  or  Fulton 
Street  Elevated  cars  to  Tompkins  Ave- 
nue Station. 

From  Williamsburg  Bridge:  Nostrand  Avenue  and  Tompkins 

Avenue  cars  to  Prospect  Place. 


Creveling  Press,  360  Fifth  Ave.,  Brooklyn 
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